SAVE KILLALEA ALLIANCE TO OPPOSE KILLALEA DEVELOPMENT
 

Unions joined the community in opposing development at Killalea State Park with a South Coast Labour Council meeting held at Links Golf Club on Tuesday night (29 May 2007).

 

This is the second time in two weeks that hundreds of people have turned out at meetings to protest on this issue.

 

It should indicate to authorities the community’s opposition to development at Killalea State Park and that this is an issue that will not go away.

 

The coalition of groups opposed to any land from the Killalea State Park being effectively privatised for development already includes ICEC, TEC, Healthy Cities Illawarra, SPACE, IEC, W-CAN, Illawarra Greens, Kiama Greens and NSW Greens.

 

A unanimous vote was taken on Tuesday night to identify the coalition opposed to development at Killalea as the ‘Save Killalea Alliance’.

 

The Alliance, with the support of the unions, envisages the inclusion of community groups, Aboriginal elders, Killalea descendents, surfriders and members of the public, and calls on further groups to join.

 

Members of the community are continuing to gain signatures for a parliamentary petition opposing any development at Killalea State Park.  

 

The hundreds of petition signatures received so far, including those from last nights meeting, will be handed to Greens parliamentarian Sylvia Hale to present to parliament in a formal effort to publicly advise the Minister for Lands and the Minister for Planning of the community’s objection to any development at the park.

 

A newly acquired Mobile Enviro-Resource Centre (MERC) caravan will continue to be on site to obtain signatures on the parliamentary petition, offer support to the community, and provide more information on Killalea and its surrounds.

 

We also hope to organise a morning tea/barbeque at Killalea State Park in the near future with the growing support of the community.

 

For further information or a copy of the petition you can log onto http://www.epaust.info/killalea/index.html or to help you can email sonya_mckay@yahoo.com.au or ring 0407910029
 

Media contact: Sonya McKay, 0407910029
Organiser, Save Killalea Alliance

 

Organisations names in full:

Total Environment Centre (TEC), Healthy Cities Illawarra, Illawarra Community and Environment Connection (ICEC), Illawarra Escarpment Coalition (IEC), Wollongong Climate Action Network (W-CAN), Shellharbour People’s Association for Conservation and the Environment (SPACE).  

 

Killalea State Park – Public Meeting (Tuesday 29 May, Links Golf Club Shellcove)
 

Proposed Agenda:
 

1. Arthur Rorris, Chair (SCLC): Introduction
 

2. Union/Community All Speakers 5min.
 

-     Mark Paloff (FBEU)

-     Peter Zaboyak (CFMEU)

-     Andy Gillespie (AWU)

-     Uncle Rueben Brown (Traditional Owner)

-     Andrew Keeling (Board Rider)

-     Ben van der Wijngaart (Kiama Greens)

-  Sonya McKay (ICEC)

 

3. Comments From the Floor 
 

4. Proposed Resolution
 

Moved/Seconded: This meeting of traditional owners, residents, unionists and members of the broader community resolves to oppose any proposals to privatize, commercialize or in any other way alienate land at Killalea State Park.

 

Accordingly, it is resolved to:

 

1.      Demand that the NSW Government abandon its plans for any development in the Killalea State Park.

 

2.      This meeting agrees that the Save Killalea Alliance be formed and that it work with the SCLC to exercise these resolutions


3.      Seek an urgent meeting with Ministers for Lands and Planning, the local members of parliament by representatives from the Save Killalea Alliance and unions opposed to the development of Killalea State Park.

 

3.      Demand all details of the current development process including the lease arrangements and value of the development proposal be made public immediately.

 

4.      Support an application for the inclusion of this site as a Native Title Claim

 

5. Demand access to the financial records of the Killalea State Park Trust since its inception
