COMMUNITY UNITED AGAINST KILLALEA DEVELOPMENT
 The success of the intial public meeting regarding Killalea State Park will be matched by a dedicated coalition of groups and community members continuing its publicity, promotion of transparency, and extensive networks to save the park.
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 Over 170 signatures were collected on Saturday on a parliamentary petition to save Killalea State Park which objects to ‘multiple parts of Killalea State Park being leased to private interests for 52 years to undertake a major accommodation development in a public park’. 

 The up to 200 strong and vocal gathering clearly indicated that they were opposed to ‘any’ development at Killalea.
 Howard Jones (Deputy Mayor of Kiama Council) spoke of the frustration over the Killalea State Park Trust confidentiality agreements and how it affects transparency regarding development plans with council.
 Sylvia Hale (State upper house Greens parliamentarian) stated that she had already formally requested that the Minister for Lands release information on the 52 year lease to the public.  
 The meeting saw a mixture of community members and groups unite and speak not only of Killalea but also their experience with different environmental issues in the Illawarra.
 It is inconcievable that governments are continuing to allow the quarry to increase its environmental damage and visible scar on the park’s beach (the Farm) and its surrounds.  These and other major developments beyond Killalea, including the proposed Marina and Foreshore development which will be visible from the park, are intrinsically linked.
It is a concern that governments are focused on major development of the area instead of saving the environment for future generations, particularly in an atmosphere of climate change.
A Mobile Enviro-Resource Centre (MERC) caravan will be at the site again on Saturday (25 May 2007) between 1:00pm and 3:00pm for people who would like to sign the parliamentary petition, offer support, or to gain more information on Killalea and its surrounds.
A copy of the petition will be presented to Parliament by Ms Hale in a formal effort to publicly advise the Minister for Lands and the Minister for Planning of the community’s objection.
Organisers are confident from Saturday’s response that the list of groups opposed to any land from the Killalea State Park being effectively privatised for development will continue to grow. Those groups include ICEC, TEC, Healthy Cities Illawarra, SPACE, IEC, W-CAN, Illawarra, Kiama and NSW Greens.
For further information or to help you can email sonya_mckay@yahoo.com.au or ring 0407910029
Media contact: Sonya McKay, 0407910029
NOTE FROM THE MEETING
Speakers included State Upper house Greens parliamentarian Sylvia Hale, Howard Jones the Deputy Mayor of Kiama Council, Dave Burgess from the Total Environment Centre (TEC), Ben van der Wijngaart from Kiama Greens, Ben Grounds from Healthy Cities Illawarra, Mairi Petersen from SPACE, June Pronk from Illawarra Escarpment Coalition (IEC), Rowan Huxtable from W-CAN, Aboriginal elder Reuben Brown, Peter Moran and Phil Smyth (Killalea State Park Trust), with Sonya McKay also organiser of the Illawarra Community and Environment Connection (ICEC) as MC.
 The growing list of groups opposed to any land from the Killalea State Park being effectively privatised for development include ICEC, TEC, Healthy Cities Illawarra, SPACE, IEC, W-CAN, Illawarra and Kiama Greens.
