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COMMUNITY TAKES CONCERNS TO MINISTER
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The Save Killalea Alliance and unions met with the Minister for Lands, Tony Kelly, MLC, 14 June 2007 to convey community concern about proposed development at Killalea State Park.
 
While the Minister listened to community concerns he did not answer questions.
 
The delegation which allowed community members to outline concerns and opposition towards development at the park to the Minister included Uncle Reuben Brown (aboriginal elder), Sonya McKay (ICEC and Save Killalea Alliance spokesperson), Chris Homer and Andrew Keeling (surfers), Mairi Petersen (SPACE), Ben van der Wijngaart (Kiama Greens), and Arthur Rorris, Mark Paloff and Scott Wilcox on behalf of the unions.
 
“The Minister should now understand the strength of opposition towards any development at Killalea State Park, which is occuring from a diverse range of community sectors as indicated through the delegation, not just one.”
 
“The Minister for Lands, Tony Kelly, was shown a petition containing over 1500 signatures in opposition to the development. This brings the number of signatures collected so far to over 2300, which are being tabled in parliament by Sylvia Hale, Greens MLC.”
 
“The community is under no misconception about the 52 year lease agreement already signed, which is active if the development application is approved.
 
“The thirteen million suggested by the Minister isn’t worth destroying the natural coastline.  No amount of money received through a lease agreement with a private developer would be enough to compensate for the destruction of our natural, pristine coastline, or the loss of our public amenity.”
 
On being pressed by the delegation, the Minister conceded he would go back to the Trust and ask them if they could reconsider alternatives to funding the park.
 
“Even if it was difficult to teminate the current agreement it would be highly improper to have signed a document which wouldn’t allow a development proposal to be rejected.  Particularly when it hasn’t as yet been publicly exhibited and submissions received.”
 
Our next task will be to present the Minister with the questions he said he would respond to, and continue to be vocal against development at the park.
A public meeting is being organised by the unions and alliance for Tuesday, 19 JUNE 2007, 6:00pm, Links Golf Club, Golf Drive, Shell Cove
Sonya McKay
Save Killalea Alliance, spokesperson
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