COALITION OPPOSED TO KILLALEA DEVELOPMENT
 

A coalition of community groups will be undertaking a public meeting outside the education centre at Killalea State Park on 19 May 2007 at 10:30am to oppose proposals to grab multiple sections of the parks public open space and hand it over to a private developer for a major tourism accommodation development.
 

The protest meeting will be known as ‘Killalea Overdevelopment and Beyond’ since Killalea is just one of many major developments destroying natures own tourism drawcard within our region.  This includes a proposed 300 million dollar major development at nearby South Shellharbour beach which already includes tourist hotel accommodation and will promote the destruction of wetlands for a Marina .
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Speakers will include State Upper house Greens parliamentarian Sylvia Hale, Howard Jones the Deputy Mayor of Kiama Council, Dave Burgess (pictured) from the Total Environment Centre, Ben van der Wijngaart from Kiama Greens (pictured), Ben Grounds from Healthy Cities Illawarra, Mairi Petersen from SPACE, June Pronk from IEC, Rowan Huxtable from W-CAN, Danielle Ollied, Stephen Henry, and Peter Moran, with Sonya McKay as MC (pictured).
 

Hopefully the extent of this list, and placards on the day, will show the government the extent of unease within the community regarding the Killalea and other proposed over-developments in the region.
 

Community members and groups will also present their experience of other major developments of concern throughout the Illawarra which had similiar processes that are expected to take place for Killalea.
 

The Killalea Trust appears to have sought out expressions of interest in 2003 for what looks to be a major tourism development that will change the face and nature of a public park.
 

Last week the Minister for Lands, Tony Kelly, expected it was more likely that the development be referred to the department of planning.  This would be indicative of a major development of state significance.
 

The Trust has already sought out and chosen a developer and concept plan without genuine community input and in the face of confidentiality agreements signed by Kiama/Shellharbour council representatives on its committee.  There is no guarantee that genuine public participation will occur particularly when an agreement has already been signed to provide a 52 year lease to a private developer on formal approval of a concept plan.
 

Concept plans could include motel type units, two or three swimming pools and restaurants and a range of from 80 to 120 villas, as well as car parks and other amenities. 
 
The growing list of groups opposed to any land from the Killalea State Park being effectively privatised for development include ICEC, TEC, Healthy Cities Illawarra, SPACE, IEC, W-CAN, Illawarra and Kiama Greens.
 
A short news report of the day that Tony Kelly, Minister for Lands, came to Killalea State Park can be found on YouTube by clicking on the ‘news’ item at http://www.epaust.info/icec/
 

For further information or to help you can email sonya_mckay@yahoo.com.au or ring 0407910029
 

Media contact: Sonya McKay, 0407910029
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