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LOCAL PARLIAMENTARIANS NOT LISTENING
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Today’s Save Killalea Alliance deputation to see Matt Brown, MP for Kiama and Lylea McMahon, MP for Shellharbour was more an exercise in formality rather then parliamentarians genuinely listening to the community, Ms Sonya McKay, spokesperson for the Save Killalea Alliance said.

Ms McMahon advised the deputation early on that Killalea State Park was not in her electorate.  She, however, was later reminded that community members opposed to the development proposal for the park resided in her electorate.

Although Matt Brown suggested he was listening to the deptuation he continued to defend the proposed development at Killalea State Park without what appeared to be a clear understanding of the location of lodges and processes involved.

He further suggested that the Trust had already taken out loans, that a lot of money had already been spent, and that public consultation processes had taken place through media involvement.

The community, however, were not provided a genuine opportunity to influence the decision making process when the Trust first proposed to develop the park.  

“We have not been provided evidence that the community were informed of a public information session in 2002 prior to it occuring while documents and videos provided at the time cost $300.00”, Ms McKay stated.

“We call on our local parliamentarians to support the thousands of people who have signed the petition opposing the leasing and development of Killalea State Park.” Ms McKay said.

“A development that includes 202 lodges in three areas of the park, as well as swimming pools, tennis courts, café/restaurants, and functions centres for each of the three areas.”

Both Matt Brown, MP, and Lylea McMahon, MP, have been invited to the Tuesday, 18 September public meeting at Links Golf Club, Shell Cove at 6:30pm.

Sonya McKay

Save Killalea Alliance, 0407910029
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