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Community Groups Discuss Overdevelopment and Community Consultation
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“Community groups met in Albion Park on Sunday (16 September 2007) to discuss environmental and community consultation concerns, with the support and attendence of Sylvia Hale, Greens MLC and Dave Burgess from the Total Environment Centre, and the continued support of Healthy Cities Illawarra”, Sonya McKay, co-ordinator of the Illawarra Community and Environment Connection said.

Some of the many community groups involved with ICEC that were in attendance included, Alex Petersen from Northern Illawarra Residents Action Group, Mairi Petersen from Shellharbour People’s Association for Conservation of the Environment (SPACE), Johanna Schcmidt from Oak Flats Progress Association, Robert Rind from Kagaroo Valley, Olive Rodwell from Illawarra Residents Against Toxic Emissions (IRATE), as well as Joyce Sebar and Mark Whalen from the Greens.

Some of the many issues discussed included Sandon Point, Shellharbour Marina and associated foreshore precinct, Illawarra Business Park, Koona Bay share use path, Wollongong Airport, Killalea State Park, Kangaroo Valley trees and proposed developments, as well as proposed changes to state legislation.

Thousands of signatures opposing the leasing and development of Killalea State Park were passed to Sylvia Hale, MLC making the total number of signatures possibly 15,000.

“No matter what the issue, the overwhelming concern for community groups and residents alike appears to be overdevelopment and community consultation that is designed to fail.”

“This includes Enviornmental Impact Statements not being initiated for significant developments or having their recommendations ignored.”

“Community Groups will continue to work with each other and residents to promote improved consultation processes, particularly at a time when further developments and reforms to the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act are proposed.”

“A residents Newsletter has been iniatied which will continue to grow along with further proposed meetings and a  website outlining community groups and isues.”

For further information you can ring 0407910029 or peruse http://www.epaust.info/icec/index.html

Sonya McKay, Illawarra Community and Environment Connection, 0407910029
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