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RE: RECOMMENDED 25% DECREASE IN CARBON DIOXIDE EMISSIONS by 2020
BACKGROUND
Carbon dioxide is emitted when burning fossil fuels including coal.  This exacerbates climate change.
According to the Australian Coal Association website:

· Australia is the largest exporter of coal.

· Australia’s largest export is black coal.

· Australia’s largest export country is Japan.

http://www.australiancoal.com.au/the-australian-coal-industry_coal-exports.aspx
Reliance on coal and Japan has shown that this is not an optimal position for Australia.  A genuine assessment over this is required for the continued well being of the economy, particularly if climate change is factored in as an externality.

According to the Garnaut Climate Change Review:

· ’There is no doubt about the position of most reputed specialist in climate change science, in Australia and abroad, on the risk of climate change’: pg. xvii.
· We already live in a hot and dry country so even a small variation will have a greater impact on Australia then other developed countries:  pg. xix.

· Noted the IPCC Forth Assessment Report as stating that ‘warming of climate system is unequivocal and that there is a 90% chance that that the global average net effect of human activities since 1950 has been one of warming: pg. 26.
· The dominant influence since 1950 has been an increase in concentration of carbon dioxide: pg. 29.

· Australia was the largest emitter of carbon dioxide emissions for 2004 based on a per-capita analysis (when not considering land-use changes): pg. 55.  Considering land-use it is the Congo and Malaysia.  Malaysia, however, is a developing country.

· China, the US, and the European Union were the highest carbon dioxide emitters overall with China the highest emitter: pg. 54.  Despite this the report’s suggests that a resolution needs to occur to a genuine ‘prisoner’s dilemma’: xviii.  This is where a country obtains more benefit from doing less mitigation while others do more.  The report explains that if countries continue this way then no resolution will occur and future generations will judge this as insufficient and unsatisfactory.
· Climate change is an issue which a high proportion of Australian’s are interested, and are prepared to pay for mitigation through higher food and services prices: xviii.
· It was initiated by Kevin Rudd, while in opposition in April 2007: pg. xiii].  For this reason the Rudd government should heed the report’s recommendations, if not for our children-for its own.  This includes the reports proposed 25% reduction in carbon dioxide emissions by 2020: pg. 277.  
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